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Were the Messiah to appear at Frederick’s 
square corner, Roy Meachum would find a way 
to make pro- Arab and anti-Israeli propaganda of 
it. 

This is precisely what he did when historian 
Barbara Tuchman died. Plus more of his self- 
promotion and name dropping. Her death was 
his " ‘personal loss.” Read, she’d been his great 
chum. 

With his usual distortions and misrepresenta- 
tions and writing of Jewish attitudes of 1956, he 
says, in his Feb. 10 column that then “many 
Zionists still harbored bitter hatred against the 
English for their resistance to Palestine’s con- 
version into a Jewish-controlled state.” 

Long before then 70 percent of Palestine had 
been turned over to the Arabs for the State of 
Trans-Jordan. It now calls itself Jordan. 

Mr. Meachum uses “hatred,” which is hardly 
the word, except for propaganda purposes, and 
he says it was “against the English,” which is 
entirely untrue. Jewish opposition and resent- 
ment was not against a people. It was against a 
series of British governments because of their 
actions and refusals to meet their obligations 
and agreements as a result of which hundreds of 
thousands of Jews died, some terrible deaths. 

He uses the new buzzword for Jews as it is us- 
ed by Arabs and by the USSR’s anti-Semites. He 
means “Jews.” He says “Zionists.” 

Over the years his timing for self-exposure has 
been remarkable as it was the very day that col- 
umn appeared. That same morning The 
Washington Posts story from its Moscow cor- 
respondent was headed. “Soviets Assail Anti- 
Semitism,” subhead, “Historians Liken Moscow 
Tactics to Hitler’s.” 

Those two historians, Sergei Rogov and 
Vladimir Nosenko, condemned Vladimir Begun 
and others for sowing “mistrust and suspicion of 
Jews,” leading “to eventual emigration of tens 
of thousands of Soviet Jews.” They compared 
Begun’s writings with Hitler's “Mein Kampf.” 
They concluded that ’the only difference is that 
Hitler wrote about Jews and Begun writes about 
Zionists.” The Post said that these historians 
“also said that in Soviet propaganda, the term 
’Zionist’ has been more ’camouflage’ to mask 
blatant anti-Semitism.” 

This has been true of the Muslim world for 
years and it is true today of Mr. Meachum ’s 
shameless exploitation of Barbara Tuchman’s 
death. 

Mr. Meachum lectures everybody because he 
knows more and better than anyone else. He is 
omniscient. He concludes his Tuchman exploita- 
tion by lecturing Israel: its “rulers should ex- 
amine the lessons taught by the history of other 
conquerors ...” 

There is no limit to His Omniscience's insen- 
sitivity and ignorance. There is no other people 
more familiar with “the lessons taught by the 
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history of other conquerors.” Jewish personal 
experience with this history goes back 4,000 
years. It includes too many holocausts, not the 
least of which was by Mohammed when he drove 
those Jews he did not kill or keep as slaves or 
prostitutes out of their native land. 

Their recovery of it makes them “conquerors” 
to Mr. Meachum. 

What history teaches Jews is that no people 
have ever been slaughtered as they have been by 
other peoples, “conquerors.” Countless millions 
were killed in antiquity. Jews were about 10 per- 
cent of the Roman empire when the Romans, as 
the Greeks before them did, started wiping them 
out. Jews familiar with their history know what 
Mohammed did to them. 

It is because they know too painfully well what 
their lesson of history is that Israel’s leaders 
have their own concepts of what their security 
requires and do not listen to the Meachum s great 
and small. f 

HAROLD WEISBERG 
Frederick 


